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About SIBM: 
Established in 1978, Symbiosis Institute of Business Management, Pune, India 
is the flagship institute of Symbiosis and is recognized as one of the leading 
business schools in the country. SIBM has been ranked 4th best business 
school in India by Business Today and India Today issue dated July 2006 as 
per the ACNIELSEN ORG-MARG study survey. 
SIBM has implemented a host of initiatives that have come to be the hallmark of 
the institute. This has ensured the overall development of the students and 
given them an opportunity to excel and stretch their abilities. Reaching out to 
arenas beyond academics, students are encouraged to learn through 
challenging and thought-provoking situations. 

 
About CIT: 
The Corporate Interface Team plays an integral role in the life of a student at 
SIBM. Being a student-driven institute the responsibility of providing additional 
knowledge that would act as a vital supplement to academics falls on the 
Students’ Council, and is carried out by one of its most important teams, the 
Corporate Interface Team, popularly referred to as CIT in college. 
As the name suggests, the job of the team is to act as an interface between the 
students and the corporate world and enhance the knowledge base of the 
students by establishing educative and beneficial interaction between the two 
sides. Some of our past endeavors towards fulfilling our goals include Guest 
Lectures, Workshops, Live Projects, Research Projects and Research Papers. 
As a team, we believe that excellence can only be achieved through evolution 
and innovation. Hence we constantly try to evolve by taking new initiatives and 
finding new ways to add value to the life of a student at SIBM. 
Besides these lectures, workshops and corporate projects that we hold 
throughout the year, the CIT successfully organized the Budget Symposium on 
2nd March 2007 which aimed at educating the students about the intricacies of 
the Union Budget of India and how it should be understood and applied in 
business. The idea behind this event was to give the students a platform to 
have their queries about the year’s budget addressed by a panel of experts from 
various fields. The success of this endeavour has ensured that it will now be an 
annual activity. 
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SIBM Endeavour 2007: The Entrepreneurship Meet 
 
Endeavour 2007 is an initiative by Symbiosis Institute of Business Management 
to encourage Entrepreneurial spirit among the student population both in SIBM 
and outside of it. We truly believe that creating employment is the need of the 
hour in the country and that exposing students and the working professionals to 
start-up success stories will provide them the impetus to convert their dreams 
into profitable business ideas.  
We have therefore invited onto our campus some of India’s leading 
entrepreneurial successes who will address the audience through keynote 
speeches and a panel discussion.  
While the keynote speeches will have specific references to the guest’s Start-up 
story, the panel discussion is aimed at highlighting the potential problems and 
payoffs related to starting one’s own venture. 
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The Event Schedule 
Endeavour 2007 – Entrepreneurship Meet 

 

Time  SCHEDULE
10:00 a.m. to 10:10 a.m.  Lamp Lighting 

    Dr. M.S.Raste, 
    Vice Chancellor, SIU  

    Dr. Arun Mudbidri, 
    Director, SIBM  

10:10 a.m. to 10:20 a.m.  Felicitation of Guests and dignitaries by  Dr.
Arun Mudbidri 

10:20 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Welcome Address by  Dr.  Arun Mudbidri 

10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  Exclusive Address  ‐
Mr. R. Subramanian,  
Founder, Subhiksha trading services 

11:15am to 12:00 p.m.  Address by Guest of Honour
Mr. V. Vaidyanathan,  
Executive Director, ICICI Bank Limited 

12:00 pm to 12:15 p.m.  Tea Break
12:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Exclusive Address  by  

Mr. Ajit Balakrishnan,  
Chairman, Rediff.com 

1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.   Exclusive Address by  
Mr. Rana Kapoor,  
Co‐Founder, YES Bank 

1:45 pm to 2:30 p.m.  Lunch Break

02:30 p.m. to 03:15 p.m.  Exclusive address by
Mr. Mahesh Murthy 

3:15 pm to 5:00 p.m.  Panel Discussion 
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The panel will consist of : 
 
Mr. Anand Lunia,   Executive Director, Seed Fund 
Mr. Allwin Agnel,   Founder, PaGaLGuY.com 
Mr. Sarath Babu,    Founder Food king caterers 
Ms. Uma Zhaveri ,  MD, Pharmakem Pvt Ltd 
 
Proposed topics for Panel Discussion. 
 
1. Indian entrepreneur's wish list 
2. When to exit an enterprise 
3. Entrepreneurs create wealth & not jobs 
4. How to get a VC to buy your idea 
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Endeavour 2007-The Entrepreneurship Meet 

 Speaker Profiles 
 

Speaker 
Name 

 

 Profile 

Mr. R. 
Subramanian 

Exclusive 
speaker 

• Founder- Subhiksha. One of India’s fastest 
growing retail chains which has over 500 outlets 
all across the company and aims to have 2000 
outlets by 2009. 

• Founder- Viswapriya, an investment firm. 
• Mr. Subramanian holds a degree in engineering 

from Indian Institute of Technology, Madras and a 
Post Graduate Diploma in management from the 
Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. 

 
Mr. Rana 
Kapoor 

Exclusive 
speaker 

• MD, CEO and Founder, YES Bank- The only 
private Indian startup Bank to be licensed by the 
Reserve Bank of India in the last 10 years. 

• Member of the Managing Committee of the Indian 
Banks’ Association (IBA). 

• Chairman of CII’s Banking committee for the year 
2005-2006. 

• Ex- CEO and MD Rabo India Financial (RIF) Pvt. 
Ltd. 

• Ex- GM and Country Head- ANZ Grindlays 
Investment Bank. 

• Mr. Kapoor holds an MBA degree from Rutgers 
University, New Jersey. 

 
Mr. V. 
Vaidyanathan 

 
Guest of 
Honour 

 
• Executive Director, ICICI Bank Limited. 
• Head – Retail banking ICICI Bank Limited which 

manages about Rs. 78,000 crores. 
• Appointed the Managing Director of ICICI 

Personal Financial Services Limited (ICICI PFS) 
in 2000, this later merged with ICICI bank in 
2002. 

• Member - Board of ICICI Home finance and ICICI 
Lombard Limited (General Insurance). 

• Alumnus of the Birla Institute of Technology and 
Harvard Business School. 
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Mr. Ajit 
Balakrishnan 

Exclusive 
speaker 

• Founder, Chairman and MD- Rediff.com India 
Ltd.  

• Director- Dentsu, Young and Rubicam Pvt. Ltd., 
India’s leading advertising which has clients such 
as Airtel, Taj and Heinz to its credit. 

• Director of Rediffusion Holdings Pvt. Ltd.,  
Klaas Equipment Pvt. Ltd.,  
India Abroad Publications,  
Inc. India In New York, Inc.,  
Rediff.Com,  
AB Technologies LLC. U.S.A,  
Ajit Balakrishnan Estates & Securities Pvt Ltd.,  
And many more. 

• Mr. Balakrishnan holds a Bachelors degree in 
Physics from Kerala University and a Post 
Graduate Diploma in management from the Indian 
Institute of Management, Kolkata 

 
Mr. Mahesh 
Murthy 

 
Exclusive 
Speaker 
 

 
• Founder, CEO – Passion Fund a venture capitalist 

firm whose investees include - Geodesic, 
Compassbox, Cypherix, Indiaproperties and 
Webdunia. 

• Winner of international notoriety and awards as a 
creative director at Ogilvy, Hong Kong, on HP, 
Microsoft, Unilever, The Economist, and Pepsi. 

• Wrote and directed a spot for MTV which was 
voted as “Asia’s best commercial of the decade”. 

• Columnist for Business Today and Business 
World. 

• Has been partner of CKS which launched the first 
commercial version of Yahoo 1995 and “Earth’s 
biggest bookstore” campaign for Amazon.com in 
1997. 

• Worked as an advertiser with Grey in India and 
Ogilvy in Hong Kong. 

 
Mr. Anand 
Lunia 

Panel 
Discussion 

• Executive Director & CFO, SEEDfund 
• Co-founder of Brainvisa, one of the leading  

e-learning companies in India 
• Exec. VP Operations of Hurix Technologies, a 

Deloitte Fast 50 publishing services company 
• Founder of Marion Service Apartments, a 

corporate accommodation rental company 
• Masters from Indian Institute of Management and 

a Graduate in Engineering 
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Mr. Sarath 
Babu 

 
Panel 
Discussion  

 
• CEO, Founder- Food King Catering Services 

Private Limited. 
• Mr. Babu holds a degree in engineering from BITS 

Pilani and a Post Graduate Diploma in 
management from the Indian Institute of  
Management, Ahmedabad. 

• Set an example for aspiring entrepreneurs by 
opting out of the placement procedure of IIMA to 
set up his own business. 

 
 
Mr. Allwin 
Agnel 

 
Panel 
Discussion  

 
• Founder- PaGaLGuY.com in September 2002 

which is one of the best interaction platforms for 
business school aspirants. 

• At age 21 co-founded Neutral Web, a company 
providing digital storage to clients seeking to host 
their own websites. 

 
 
Ms. Uma 
Zhaveri 

 
Panel 
Discussion 

 
• Managing Director- S. Zhaveri Pharmakem Pvt. 

Ltd. 
• Woman Entrepreneur of the year award - 2007 

at the Emerging India Awards 
• Pharmakem is a contract research centre, which 

was setup in November 2000, and is currently one 
of the independent R&D set-ups in India, 
undertaking the complete process of drug 
development for the clients. The services of this 
CRO are not only focusing on the discovery part 
but the applications like validation, bio-
equivalency, development and efficacy tests of 
NDDS, cost efficiency and related areas. 

 
 


